KENILWORTH   CASTLE

more speeches, while the giant porter of the Castle, dazzled by
so much beauty, exclaimed,

What dainty darling's here?   Oh God, a peerless pearl,
No worldly wight no doubt, some sovereign goddess sure,

and surrendered his arms to the Queen,   Each day had its
programme of sports, bear-baiting, the quintain, the chase ;
from the woods appeared a savage to be tamed by the Queen's
charms ; from the lake arose Dolphins and Tritons to sing her
praises.    One evening she was entertained by the men of
Coventry who acted * the antient play, long since used in that
city, called Hocks Tuesday, setting forth the destruction of
the Danes in King Ethelred's time ;  with which the Queen
was so pleased that she gave them a brace of bucks and five
marks in money to bear the charges of a feast/   There were
two suppers that evening, the second consisting of 300 dishes
of which it is not surprising to hear that ' the Queen ate
smally \   The consumption of beer seems to have been con-
siderable, '320 Hogsheads of the ordinary sort as I have
credibly heard/   It must have been disappointing to Leicester
that after all this the Queen again rejected his suit and the
farewell speech, delivered by the schoolmaster, which con-
tained references to her approaching marriage, had hurriedly
to be altered.

After the death of Elizabeth the glory of Keniiworth
gradually faded. Sir Robert Dudley, Leicester's son, failed
to establish his legitimacy before the Court of Star Chamber,
Thereupon he deserted his wife and left the country in com-

104